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1 | use the terminology of multicultural foundations as an inclusive term for coursework and academic fields
traditionally associated with educational studies, educational foundations, educational policy, and multicultural
education. Traditionally, educational studies is understood to encompass educational policy and educational
foundations, the latter of which itself encompasses such disparate subfields as history of education, sociology of
education, and gender studies (CLSE, 1993). Given the fluid boundaries between many of these sub-disciplines
(e.g., gender studies, race, class, and gender, and sociology of education), | find multicultural education to fit neatly
within these fields (see, e.g., Burbules, 1991). Thus the neologism of “multicultural foundations,” which will be
used throughout the rest of this paper to refer to the broad array of aforementioned coursework and academic fields.
" See http://www.alvernia.edu/academics/education/courses.htm. | should note that I did not include “inclusion” and
special education-type courses. Alvernia’s “Methods for the Inclusive Classroom”, ED 205, is again typical: “This
course addresses the learning needs of exceptional and at-risk students, kindergarten through high school, and the
needed instructional management strategies to be acquired by preservice or uncertified teachers who will teach these
students in inclusive, main- streamed, and/or self-contained classroom settings. Planning skills, student awareness,
knowledge, detection, and intervention skills needed for teaching all students, as well as the development. Course
includes a school-based practicum (15 hours) in which theory-related tasks are undertaken in classroom situations
and students are jointly supervised by a college supervisor and a selected classroom teacher.” The focus on “at risk”
learners typifies these types of courses and is historically distinct from “mainstream” research on teaching and
learning.




